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Cardinal Pacca; the Secretary of State had given him the
excellent advice to reply with a courteous letter, headed
simply "Madame"; to have another person address the
envelope with all the prescribed titles and seal it with
some other seal than his own; and to send the letter
through the mail instead of giving it to Talleyrand.10
One should not be too hard on the merry cavortings of
the Congress; it managed for a while to shake off the
somber lassitude caused by its contradictions, fears, and
mistakes, and to regain a measure of courage and confi-
dence through the artificial stimulus provided by the
celebrations. The carrousel on November 23 had been
such a success that Francis had repeated it on December i,
with over ten thousand guests. Once again the Congress
had shaken off its cares and danced all night. Only the
aged philosopher of the Congress had occasionally cast a
haughty and supercilious glance at this unprecedented
revelry and at the strange company which reveled. Talley-
rand wrote to Louis on November 6:
-*
Everywhere one sees nothing but emperors, kings, em-
presses, queens, crown princes, reigning princes, etc., etc. All
expenses are met by the Court; and each day's expense has
been estimated at 220,000 florins in paper moneys Certainly,
at these events royalty loses a great deal of its dignity. It
seems to me extremely improper to see three or four kings
and more princes attending dances and teas given by ordi-
nary commoners of Vienna. One has to go to France now to
see the pomp and dignity which makes royalty both respected
and ioved by the people.
But it must be said that the amusements of the Congress
were not all of a frivolous nature. On November 29, a
huge Beethoven concert had been given, which gave rise
to a great deal of talk. In the Congress, there were not only
discussions about Poland and Saxony, but also about
10 For a detailed account of this amazing story, see Rinieri, op. dtv pp.